[Panniculitis with cellular phagocytosis. Chronic form of histiocytic panniculitis with fever, pancytopenia, polyserositis and lethal hemorrhagic diathesis].
Two cases of what was originally called "Weber-Christian disease" were found to be a chronic, recurrent form of histiocytic panniculitis characterized by histiocytic engulfment of red and white blood cells--"cytophagocytosis." The disease was manifested by recurrent fever, subcutaneous nodules, pancytopenia, and mucosal ulcerations. Hepatosplenomegaly and enlarged lymph nodes were observed. Focal invasion of the reticuloendothelial system by acidophilic or cytophagic histiocytes could be identified. Progressive changes in liver function and hemorrhagic diathesis occurred in both patients.